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Good Friday

Did you sleep well last night? Jesus didn’t – he had not been to sleep!  

Good Friday: a day of How do you live like he’s risen when you feel dead yourself? How 
do you dance for Joy when you’re knocked down to the floor? How do you celebrate 
Easter when you’re living Good Friday? 

Good Friday will never be as harsh for us as it was the disciples. We know he was 
resurrected – they did not. Right now many people are going through Good Friday Issues. 
Good Friday Issues? Betrayal, false accusations, standing alone when he should have 
been surrounded by friends, beaten, torture, pain, having to keep your mouth shout when 
your more than able to defend yourself, the sky grows dark, despair, Shame, Anguish, 
Guilt, hurt, regret, a feeling of uselessness. So many more things could be added to that 
Good Friday list. 

There is no such thing as a testimony with out a test. There is no such thing a resurrection 
without a death. There is no such thing as an Easter without a Good Friday. 

Brother James CFMD

Easter Sunday

They Saw So Much When They Saw Nothing 

Text: Luke 24:1-12 When the disciples were with Jesus, it seemed as if everything Jesus 
said to them went in one ear and right out the other. They never quite seemed to "get it" 
when Jesus was alive. They never understood about His Kingdom until after He was dead.
So many times He told them things and the Bible says, "And they understood none of 
these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were 
spoken." Even after Peter saw the empty tomb, the Bible says in Luke 24:12 that he was 
"wondering in himself at that which was come to pass." But, even as they looked into the 
empty tomb, "When They Saw Nothing, They Saw So Much."  They saw:  



I. Prophecies Fulfilled 
Luke 9:22 - Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day. John 2:19 - Jesus 
answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. Luke
23:42-43 - And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy 
kingdom. 43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise. 

II. Promises Forthcoming 
John 2:19 - Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up. Luke 23:42-43 - And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom. 43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise. John 14:1-6 - Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also. 

III. A Reason to Live 
Matthew 28:18-20 - And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the So, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world. Amen. John 20:21 - Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as 
my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 
“Why would the apostles lie about the Resurrection? Liars always lie for selfish reasons. If 
they lied, what was their motive, what did they get out of it? What they got out of it was 
misunderstanding, rejection, persecution, torture, and martyrdom. Hardly a list of perks!” - 
Peter Kreet 
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Easter III - Luke 24:13-35

On  that  road  to  Emmaus  from  Jerusalem,  following  the  awful  events  from  Maundy
Thursday to Friday and Saturday, these two disciples had had great hopes that Jesus was
their long-expected Messiah. “We had thought he was the Messiah. But he was arrested



and crucified. This is the third day. His body is missing, but no one knows what happened
to the body.”

 

Many people today are still  living as if this were the end of the story. The body is still
missing. The story went out that during the night the disciples stole the body of Jesus to
bolster up the story that Jesus had risen from the dead just as he had said - desperately
clutching at straws and trying to validate the lives they had been living.

But people are living today as though the Body of Jesus were still missing. Jesus was
born, lived, went about causing controversy and trouble, was arrested, crucified, died and
was buried, and then his body went missing - end of story. Without the resurrection all
hope is gone. The sun has set and there is no hope for the sunrise.

 

There is a simple beauty in this Easter story about Jesus and two of his followers on the
road  to  Emmaus.  It  shows  us  the  great  contrasts  that  were  so  much  a  part  of  that
resurrection experience. Those followers of Jesus and all who loved him faced a sunset on
that fateful Friday. The sun went down on all their hopes and dreams. But wouldn’t you
have loved to have been on that sunrise walk to Emmaus with Jesus? The good news is
that you can. Walk with Jesus and you will  know that sunrise in your own lives today!
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