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First Sunday of Advent - Matthew 24, 37-44

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at un unexpected hour (Matt. 24.36-
44)
 

Today marks a new beginning. It is particularly so for me as I began my priestly ministry with a 
special Mass on the afternoon of the first Sunday in Advent following my ordination to the sacred 
priesthood on the Friday before. But for all of us it is a new beginning as once more we begin a new
Church year with this first Sunday in Advent. 

The colour is different, the hymns are different, and there’s a sense of festivity in the air. Well, 
maybe not a sense of festivity, but there probably should be, for Advent Sunday is a significant day 
in the Christian calendar. It’s when we remember what is coming. The word ‘Advent’ indeed comes 
from the Latin verb ‘venio’ - to come - and ‘advenio’ - to come towards. We are coming towards 
something. What is it that is coming? I’m a little wary of putting this question as I may get the 
answer, as I did once when teaching scripture in School in my Australian parish, ‘Santa Claus is 
coming to town’, and I don’t really want to dismiss the fact that Santa Claus is coming, nor that 
Christmas is coming, with all its festivities and joy and commercialism. But what we celebrate at 
Advent is not that Christmas is coming, nor that Santa is coming but that Jesus is coming!
I once saw a smart quip on a T-shirt – ‘Jesus is coming, look busy’. That particular joke isn’t 
original to the T-shirt company of course, but it does make you think about what you would want to 
be found doing if Jesus suddenly appeared on the scene. I heard one of those TV evangelists say 
that when he was growing up the preachers used to scare the children by warning them that Jesus 
could appear at any time, and woe betide them if he turns up and finds them at the cinema! He said 
that he grew up with a constant fear, every time he went to the cinema, that Jesus would return 
during the feature and he’d miss the end of the film. I’ve heard sermons like that too but I was 
always more concerned that I’d be in the shower or or the lavatory!
Advent has two themes connected with it. The first is looking forward to the coming of Christ at the
end of time; the second is looking back to the coming of Christ and retelling the story of him as the 
babe born in the manger on the first Christmas day (we're not preparing for that event - it already 
happened - we're just retelling the story).

I’m conscious, as I read in the Scriptures about the second coming of Jesus, that whilst it is ‘good 
news’ in the best sense possible, it is good news that is surrounded by a lot of bad news. Indeed, the 
festivities of Advent, from an ecclesiastical point of view, do have a rather dour feel to them. While 
the rest of the world is starting to deck itself out in the Christmas colours of green and red, we have 
moved to the other end of the ecclesiastical colour spectrum donning violet, the colour of sombre 
reflection and penitence. I think that’s because, while we rejoice at the thought of Jesus returning, 
we recognise too that its foretelling is with a good deal of terrifying imagery.  Luke, in his gospel 
writes, “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in 
perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting with fear and with 
foreboding of what is coming on the world.  For the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  And 



then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” (Luke 21:25-27).
There’s not much that is Christmassy about this picture, at least not in terms of the commercial 
version of Christmas?  There’s not a lot of similarity here between the coming of Jesus and the 
coming of our good old St Nick!

I’m not bashing Christmas, particularly as it is a celebration of the birth of Jesus, and most of the 
symbols we associate with Christmas do indeed find their origin in the gospels in the story of 
Jesus’s birth. Even so, I do feel that even when Christmas is a Christian celebration, our modern 
version really reflects more the middle-class captivity of the Church than it does the original 
message.

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, goodwill to all”; that’s the spirit of Christmas, isn’t
it? Not really. “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace among those whom he favours” is 
what the angels were quoted as saying – the original message being a little less ambiguous than the 
popular sanitized version that’s even found its way into our liturgy.

God bless you this Advent and may you prepare well, both to receive Christ anew at the annual 
celebration of his Nativity and at his coming again.

Fr Julian Kent CFMD

Second Sunday of Advent -  Matthew 3,1-12

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.

John the Baptist was a truly strange fellow, was he not? Can you imagine his possible vocation and 
ministry assessment from a bishop or a selection board? Well, it has been said that all of the 
Apostles, and even Jesus himself, would not be recommended for ministry in the Church, so that’s 
probably not a good measure but, if not quite along the lines of norms of ministry, the response to 
John the Baptist from contemporary religious leaders was equally incredulous. Indeed, even those 
who didn’t have an axe to grind with him would have considered him to be truly bizarre. And yet, 
he is the one whom God chose to prepare the people of his time for the coming of the Messiah, and 
his kingdom.

John, who was actually a very slightly older cousin of Jesus, was the forerunner, the advance man 
whose job it was, with his wild preaching and baptisms, to prepare people for the Coming. As we, 
this Advent, remind ourselves of the work that we need to do in preparing ourselves for the second 
coming of Jesus, and to celebrate the first coming on that Bethlehem night, it is imperative that we 
hear his message again.

The point that John makes is that we must repent. Repent is not a word that is too common in 
everyday usage, but literally it means to turn around. Specifically, in our context, it means to turn 
around and move away from sin; emotionally, physically, mentally; leave our sin behind and go in a
different direction. Sin, too, is not a popular word today.

The problem today is that most don’t believe they are in need of repentance. They are basically 
good eggs and can’t imagine that they do anything wrong. I hear it regularly said, “I don’t need to 
go to church; I’m a good person, always doing a good turn and wouldn’t harm anyone…” and, as 
I’ve often myself said, if you believe funeral eulogies, I’ve only ever buried saints. “If only 



everyone in the world were like Gran, or Grandad, or Aunt Mabel… etc”, the world would be fixed 
– there’s no need of Jesus or repentance because we’re all so perfect! 

If we really believe that Christ is coming we will want to get rid of all the sin in our life and for that 
we need to have the Holy Spirit working in us giving us the strength to abandon everything that 
wreaks of sin. If Christ IS coming we are not going to want to be around him if we are cloaked in 
sin; and sin is in thought, word, and deed, all that is contrary to the will of God. It’s not so much 
that God in his holiness can’t stand to be around sinful people (Jesus proved that not to be the case),
but rather it’s that sinful people can’t stand to be in the presence of holiness. Repentance is for our 
own sake!

Have you ever spilled coffee down your front first thing in the morning when you get to work, and 
you have nothing to change into and you can’t go home? You’re stuck with that very obvious big 
brown coffee stain and everyone you see all day is staring at your clumsiness, or at least that’s what 
you think and feel. You’d give anything to get away; cancel all your appointments. You can’t stand 
to be with people while you’ve got that big stain.

But repentance isn’t just abandoning those things that are displeasing to God, those things that 
hinder our ability to grow in our likeness of him. What good is it to stop doing something if we 
don’t do something else to replace it? We end up with a vacuum and quickly slip back into doing 
the very thing that we’ve turned from. The point is to turn from sin toward having a healthy life-
changing faith and practice, allowing the life of Christ to grow in us; allowing our lives to become 
God-like.

So when we turn FROM sin we turn TOWARD those things that nurture our relationship with God. 
We pray, we listen to God and to the word of God, we share in the Holy Eucharist, we might avail 
ourselves of the Sacrament of Confession. We give attention to fellowship with God’s people, the 
Church, because it is through them that we have a level of accountability in regard to our 
repentance. Our brothers and sisters in Christ gently nudge us in the direction we should be going.

There's an urgency about all this. Are we prepared? Are we ready? I’m not asking if we’ve finished 
our Christmas shopping or sent out all our Christmas cards, but have we repented? Have we 
changed our minds and direction? Are we continuing to repent?

John the Baptist is calling out to us: “Turn from your sins and turn to God because the Kingdom of 
heaven is near.”

Fr Julian Kent CFMD

Third & Fourth Sunday of Advent

Love God, then your neighbour, then yourself. Try this order in your life for the remaining of the 
advent. Miracles can start happening in your life!

Fr. Chris CFMD


