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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT - Mt 4:1-11

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.    

Today’s Gospel reading is of the familiar story of the temptations that Jesus faced in the
wilderness;  temptations  from  the  devil  that  must  have  made  Jesus  ask  questions  of
himself. 

We live in a world of many questions. Received customs and traditions are questioned;
hitherto  unquestioned  norms are  not  spared  and  we  are  no  longer  satisfied  with  the
answer, “that is how it is, or has always been”. Some of those questions have one answer,
some of those questions have many different answers depending on who you ask, and
some of those questions seem to have no answer at all. 

In the Parish Office in Wimbledon, London, where I was the full-time Administrator before I
was ordained, there were a steady stream of questions arriving through letters, telephone
calls  and  e-mails  on  a  daily  basis.   Through  our  televisions  we  are  bombarded  with
programmes featuring contestants being asked question after question, and those people
who have the kind of minds that enable them to answer the most questions correctly turn
out to be the biggest winners. 

I know a young man, Malachi who, as a 3 year old boy, began every conversation with a
question. This had been going on from the moment he began to string his first sentences
together.  Almost  always  the  question  was,  “what  are  you  doing?”,  which  was  quickly
followed by another question, “why?” If he was speaking to someone whom he did not
know the next question was usually, “what’s your name?” After those three questions had
been asked he normally started the cycle again. It could go on for hours: “what are you
doing?” “Why?” “What is your name?” “What are you doing?” “Why?” Most of us probably
have detected that same kind of pattern in the lives of the children that are close to us.
Well, those child-like questions are good questions for all of us, no matter what our age.
“What are we doing?”  “Why are we doing it?”  “Who really are we?” 

Last Wednesday Christians around the world enacted together a liturgy for the beginning
of Lent in which ash, the ash of penitence, was imposed upon our foreheads as it has
been imposed on the foreheads of generation after generation of Christians before us. For
the next forty days all of us, whether we were at one of those services or not, will journey
together on a pilgrimage toward the Easter mysteries which are at the centre of our faith.
This season of Lent provides us with an opportunity to stand back from all that we do, ask
ourselves some poignant life questions, and prepare ourselves once again to receive the
life-giving message of Easter.



Fr. Julian Kent CFMD

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT - Mt 17:1-9

Do you see that shining face of Jesus in your homeless siblings? Do those tired, lonely 
and dirty faces shine the same? Do their clothes look anything like Jesus’s white as the 
ligh raiment to you?

Would you set up a tabernacle for them to be with you? Would you say out loud that it is 
good for you to be there?

Because Jesus can be well seen in their faces. Moreover, whatever you do to them, you 
do to him.

But do you?

In our tradition, we believe every baptised person carries within themselves the royal 
priesthood. Some of us are called to what we call the ministerial priesthood. Many catholic 
traditions call it hierarchical. But deacons, priests and bishops are nothing more than 
slaves whom their Lord orders to look after his family – the royal priesthood, the whole 
Church. Not to be above them but to minister to them with what was given to us on the 
ordination day. We are not there to serve merely some methaphysical Jesus. We are here 
to serve you, because you are his family!

And we promise to see his shining face and raiment white as the light in you. Whoever you
are!

Fr. Chris CFMD

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT - 
John 4:1-42 

"5 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he 
will explain everything to us.” 

26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 
 
The Greek translation of ‘anointed’ is Χριστός (Christós), which in English is Christ. Every 
king of Israel and Judah was an ‘anointed one’ because the high priest or prophet anointed
him, often with olive oil, at the time of his enthronement. High priests and prophets were 
also ‘anointed’ (Lev 4:3; 1 Kgs 19:6). Anointing symbolised being set apart, or made holy, 



in order to represent the people before YHWH, their God.[20] Following the return from 
exile, the idea of a Messiah developed into an agent of God who would save Israel and 
herald ‘a messianic age.’ Hosea introduces the idea of a restored Davidic king (Hos 3:4-
5). 

"I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say 
about Him: “I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His 
claim to be God.” That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and
said the sort of things that Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either 
be a lunatic – on a level with the man who says that he is a poached egg – or else he 
would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the 
Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you 
can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and 
God. But let us not come with any patronising [sic] nonsense about His being a great 
human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. (p.45)" CS Lewis 

"Calling two of his disciples to him, John sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one 
who is to come, or shall we look for another?” (john 7:19) In the coming week reflect on 
this question: Who is Jesus Christ to you? 

Brother James CFMD

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT - John 9:1-41

This homily arrived late so, my apologies.  When Father Christopher contacted me to say it
was overdue my immediate reaction was to be annoyed at myself for being so 
disorganised.  And now that I am over the initial annoyance I reflect on what is happening 
for me, my family and friends as these are uncertain times. It is no surprise therefore that I 
am not organised.  Continued  government advice about COVID-19 continues to 
disorientate us and reinforce the sense of disbelief, it is happening, this is real.

For the last few weeks we have been going through a process of purification, 
preparedness for the Resurrection.  As the Creed tells us, 'for our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures,  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end.’ 

In the reading from the book of Samuel, the Lord sends Samuel to Jesse of Bethlehem for 



the Lord chose a King among his sons. It is Samuel that made the assumption whom the 
Lord had chosen, no doubt a fine statute of a man however this was not the Lord’s choice, 
‘the Lord looks at the heart.’  After a list of sons, it was David who was anointed as the 
King. This is a reminder that is it the Lord who calls us to service, to fulfil his will but we are
also human, open to temptation and weakness.  As we read on, David was not always a 
great role model but  as we see from history of David, adulterer and a conspirer to murder.
It was to the Lord that David would return, seeking merciful forgiveness.

Sunday is a time when the liturgical colour changes from purple to rose or violet.  This 
change indicates some breathing space from the self sacrifice at Lent, it recognises the 
human condition, that we may find Lent too challenging.  It is also Mothering Sunday, a 
time when we focus on a mother figure and what they have done for us, nurtured us and 
helped us to grow.  It may not always be a biological mother. 

The story from John’s gospel is the blind man whose sight was restored by Jesus. Two 
things strike me about this reading,  the miracle is met by disbelief, surely this can't be the 
same man and, anger that Jesus did this on the Sabbath!  It was not uncommon for people
then to believe that if you were born with a disability it was for a past sin. No surprise 
therefore that despite what the man said he was dismissed as a sinner ‘through and 
through, since you were born’.

Bringing this together what message comes from the old testament reading and the 
gospel?  For one thing, our capacity to sin,  but recognising this and seeking the Lord’s 
mercy and forgiveness.  Jesus’ ministry was one of forgiveness, paying the ultimate price 
for our sins. Part of the process of Lent is to take in the enormity of this, Jesus did this for 
us. 

But it is about much more, Jesus invites us to join him in the Resurrection, to come alive, 
to be in relationship with God and truly recognise this.  This is about hope, renewal, a new 
sense of purpose.  

COVID-19, the coronavirus, is making everyone take a sharp intake of breath.  As we are 
continually updated on those who are infected and those who have died including the 
healthcare workers who look after patients, we are trying to make sense of this.  There 
exists a fear of the unknown.  Yet our thinking is not medieval, 21st century medicine has 
taught us so much, saved so many of us but it also  reminds us of our fragility, our 
weakness,  not to take life or each other for granted. 

Let us pray for each other at this time, that we may keep well and safe, to listen to those in
healthcare who give us advice to minimise the risks, and to pray for the healthcare workers
who are in the front line, who live out their vocation despite the cost. 

Fr. Tosh Lynch


